
 

 

       

 Helen Haller Elementary 

June 2020 Parent Newsletter 

Our Mission: 

We believe every  

student can be  

successful— 

no exceptions!  

350 W Fir Street, Sequim, WA 98382 
360.582.3200 Office 360.681.8543 Fax   

Becky Stanton, Principal  Shelley Jefferson,  Assistant Principal 

6 Books for Summer Pickup on June 15/16, Fifth Grade Moving On Ceremony on June 17. 

Respectful * Responsible * Safe 

Dear Haller Families, 

This school year has been filled with some wonderful accomplishments, some COVID-19 curve balls, and a major 

change in how we deliver instruction. I applaud your efforts as parents and teachers through all of this, as it is quite 

challenging managing everything.  Thank you! 

Like you, I’m being patient and staying current on what is happening in the world and how that impacts students,  

families, and staff at HHE.  I trust you received the family survey regarding reopening schools in the fall from the  

Sequim School District.  Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts.  There is currently a Reopening of 

Schools Task Force group working on a plan.  There will be more guidance from the state in mid-June. Thank you for 

your continued patience as we plan for safe and caring environments for our shared students. 

As I read last year’s newsletter, I noted it was filled with many annual end of the year activities like Field Day, 5th Grade 

Moving On, and 6 Books for Summer.  While I’m disappointed we can’t have Field Day, I’m excited to announce that we 

are able to offer a few of those activities. 

6 Books for Summer – I’m thrilled that we continue this program.  Your student’s self-selected 6 books for summer are 

almost ready to go.  As part of transitioning to summer, many of our teachers will be on hand to give out books, similar 

to our homework packet distribution in April.   

Schedule for 6 Books for Summer Pickup and Library Book/Materials Return

 

Please encourage your child to read all 6 books.  We saw significant gains in reading last year.  We do this project to 

stop the summer reading slide.  Research shows that if they continue reading over the summer then we halt the  

summer reading slide.  Please help us do that!  One reading log will be included.  When your student completes the log 

you can send it back to school with your child in the fall for a prize from Mrs. Kruckeberg.  Thanks for encouraging your  

student to read always!  

 

Sometimes transitions can be hard for students and definitely so during this year.  Being able to say goodbye to  

teachers during the 6 Books for Summer pickup and Library Book/Materials return will help them process the end of 

the school year.  And—we will love seeing them as well!      (continued on page 2) 

 Monday, June 15 Tuesday, June 16 Wednesday, June 17 

10 – 11:30 AM 

9 – 10:30 AM Kindergarten 3rd Grade 5th Grade Moving On  

parade/ stadium parking lot 

11 AM – 12:30 PM 1st Grade 4th Grade  

1:30 – 3 PM 2nd Grade Open pick-up time  



 

 
At left:  Principal Stanton (left) and 

Assistant Principal Jefferson during 

Teacher Appreciation Week.   

 

At right: Teresa Thorson’s second 

grade class demonstrates the  

Haller Heart sign! 

 

       

Respectful * Responsible * Safe 

(continued from page 1) 

5th Grade Moving On Ceremony - It would not be the end of the school year without marking the passage of our fifth 

graders! This year we had to get very creative, but our PTO folks and 5th grade teaching team have combined forces to 

provide 5th graders and their families with a truly memorable morning. A Moving On Drive-Thru Parade is planned for 

the last day of school, Wednesday, June 17, in the football stadium parking lot.  The celebration will run from 10 - 11:30 

a.m., and fifth grade families can swing by whenever they like in between those hours.  

In addition to picking up their 6 Books for Summer, fifth graders will also receive their fifth-grade certificates, an optional 

photo opportunity with their fifth-grade teachers (bring your camera!), and gift bag specially designed for this year's 

class. As is the tradition at HHE, many of their past teachers will also be on hand.  

When you arrive, please enter the stadium parking lot located on the east side of the fourth grade portables. PTO  

volunteers will be on hand to help guide traffic. Take a slow circle around the parking lot as HHE staff wave their 

greetings! At a designated point in the parking lot, fifth grade teachers will present parting gifts.   

Each student has a lot to celebrate; they’ve worked hard all year and have grown academically, made new friends, and 

learned something new about the world. We hope you find a way to celebrate your student’s successes as we come to 

the end of the 2019-2020 school year. 

We appreciate your commitment to your child’s academic and social well-being, and look forward to seeing you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Principal Becky Stanton 
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6 Books for Summer Pickup Map 5th Grade Moving On  

Drive Thru Map 

Parents, please 

send an email to 

CBrown@ 

sequimschools.org 

if your student 

won’t be attending 

HHE next year. 

Reminder:   

Online  

registration  

is now open for  

Kindergarten and 

other grades. 



 

Telephone 360.582.3200 * Fax 360.681.8543 * Website hhe.sequimschools.org 

From The Nurse:   

Masks for Children  

(from the American Academy  

of Pediatrics) 

Although the new health directive to wear face coverings in public went into effect on 

May 18, it’s very important to remember that masks do not replace proper hygiene or 

physical distancing.  Washing hands and staying at least 6 feet away from those not in your family remain the most critical 

steps to help prevent coronavirus.  It is important to remember while wearing a mask not to touch it or your face except to 

remove it. When you touch your mask, you are no longer protecting yourself or others. 

Make sure face coverings are worn properly: 

· For a mask to be safest and most protective for children and adults, they should securely cover the nose 

 and mouth and stretch from before the ear to the other side.   

· Masks should not be worn when eating or drinking.   

· Masks should not be touched when on.  

· Hand washing (for 20 seconds) should take place before and after you remove a mask.   

· Masks should be washed after each wearing. Remove the mask from behind without touching 

 the front of the mask.   

Should children wear masks?  

· The CDC does not recommend masks for children under age 2. 

· Children ages 2-12 years should only wear a face covering if a parent or caregiver supervises to make sure it’s worn 

safely.  (See information on King County summary of Directive to wear face coverings.) 

· If children are at home with just the usual residents, they do not need to wear a mask (if they have not been 

exposed to anyone with COVID-19).  

· If children can be kept at least 6 feet away from others, and not be in contact with surfaces 

that could harbor the virus, then they do not need a mask for the protection of themselves or others.   For example, 

during a walk outdoors, if children can maintain social distancing of more than 6 feet and do not touch tables, water 

fountains, playground equipment or other things that infected people might have touched, then they will not acquire the 

infection and would not need masks.  

· Especially for younger children who may not understand why they can’t run up toward other people or touch things 

they shouldn’t, the best approach is to keep them home and in spaces away from other people  

and common surfaces. 

· Places where a child would benefit from wearing a mask are places where they are likely to encounter other people 

at a closer than 6-foot range. For example, if you must take your child to the doctor, or the pharmacy or grocery store, and 

are unable to leave them at home, wearing masks in those settings could be beneficial.  

· Children with fever or respiratory or GI symptoms like a cough, congestion, runny nose, diarrhea, or vomiting 

should be at home.   

· Children with severe cognitive or respiratory impairments may have a hard time tolerating a face mask, so special 

precautions may be needed. 

 Situations in which children should not wear a mask include:   

· Children under the age of 2 years, due to risk of suffocation.   

· If the only face covering available is a possible choking or strangulation hazard.   

· If the child has difficulty breathing with the face covering or is unable to remove the cover 

without assistance.    

· If wearing the face covering causes the child to increase risk of getting exposed to the virus 

because they are touching their face more frequently.  
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Sonja Bittner, RN/District Nurse 

sbittner@sequimschools.org  

360.477.7728 

Do not stigmatize or 

discriminate against 

people who are  

unable to wear a 

face covering. Some  

people should not 

wear a mask. 

 

For more information about 
masks and how to wear and make 

one, visit the  
Sequim School District  

Health Services  
webpage. 

 

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/care/masks/summary.aspx
http://sequimschools.org/departments/Health
http://sequimschools.org/departments/Health


 

Library Link—Did You Know? 

Hello, Haller Cougar Families! While this is not the way any of us wanted to spend our 

final weeks together, I am so happy to have heard from so many of you. It’s been 

wonderful to hear what you’re reading and just for the “Hi, Mrs. K!” messages. Please 

continue to reach out. I am here for you! 

I just want to stress that reading while away from the school building should continue 

to be a top priority and is possibly the single most important activity you can be 

participating in regularly. Not only for academic maintenance but also to maintain 

emotional health and well-being. Reading together as a family sets a great example and associates reading with comfort. 

Independent reading, for both children and for adults, is the perfect way to step away from screens and from day-to-day 

worries.  

Six Books for Summer  

We have six brand new books on their way for your child! The books have been purchased and will be safely bagged up 

and ready for you to pick up soon. EVERY Haller student will have six books waiting for them at no cost to you! Exact dates 

to pick up your free books can be found on page 1. Remember, the Six Books for Summer are for your child to keep and 

add to their home library! Thanks to our incredible PTO for sponsoring this program! 

Library Book Returns 

If you still have books from our library to return, we will be accepting those returns at the same time we hand out Six 

Books for Summer.  

Sora 

Exciting news for eBook and audiobook users! Our school now has access to the Sora app. The Sora app gives you access 

to our school’s eBooks and audiobooks (we don’t have many at this time but hope to add more in the future) and will also 

give you access to the Washington Anytime Library within the same app. When you’ve downloaded the app, look for our 

school district and log in with your student’s computer log in number. Once you are logged in, you can access our 

collection of eBooks and audiobooks and you can also add the Washington Anytime Library if you have a public library 

card. Look for more information on the Sora app soon! I’m still learning to use it but feel free to let me know if I can help 

troubleshoot. 

TumbleBooks 

Please continue to use our subscription to TumbleBooks. It has hundreds of engaging and high-interest storybooks for 

your child. There is no username or password, but you will need to access TumbleBooks through the link on our school 

library website for it to work without a username and password.   Here is the direct link to our TumbleBooks subscription: 

http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/auto_login.aspx?u=hhaller&p=books, and here is the link to our Haller School 

Library website: http://hhe.sequimschools.org/library. 

North Olympic Library System (NOLS) 

I don’t think I can stress how important it is that we all have library cards! Especially now, when there are so many 

amazing resources available through your public library. If you don’t have a library card, you can get one by clicking here. 

Once you have a library account, you can access all their amazing online resources, like the Washington Anytime Library 

(using the Sora or Libby app) and Hoopla, just to name a couple of my personal favorites. While the physical library 

building is closed, their online resources are plentiful! 

As always, please know that I am here for any questions or concerns you may have. Or just to reach out and chat. Keep 

reading, and I will see you when we return!  
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Questions or comments? Contact Sheri Kruckeberg/Teacher Librarian at 

skruckeberg@sequimschools.org. 

https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Default.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fHome.aspx%3fcategoryID%3d77&categoryID=77
http://sequim-hhes.ss14.sharpschool.com/library
http://sequim-hhes.ss14.sharpschool.com/library
https://www.nols.org/sequim-branch-library/


June 2020    Haller Elementary Parent Newsletter      Page 5 

 

 
 

 

Dear Students,  

Please continue working on becoming very familiar with the strategies for conflict management  

(our Kelso’s Choices) and practice becoming stronger in displaying the traits of good character.  

Practicing these personal and social skills makes us better at handling situations, including those instances when 

people are acting in a way that is irritating or annoying.   

We can all be a little bit irritating and annoying.   (Yes, even you!  LOL!)  

You can only control your response to a person and/or situation.  How you respond to a 

person or situation is your choice.    

Remember to PAUSE!  Pausing before saying or doing something in response to a person 

or situation allows you to think through and decide, “Is what I am going to do or say going 

to make this situation better or worse?”  

This puts the power into your hands and experience.    

We should take comfort in the fact that we are all learning about who we are and who we 

want to be in this world.   

Apologize— and forgive yourself, as well as others.  

Please look to the chart on page 6 for quick reference!  

I miss you and care about you, HHE Cougars!  —Mrs. Bernards 

Choices and Consequences 

From Marie Claire Bernards/Success Academy 

Parents and caregivers, you are your child's most important teacher!  Below are some ideas to help your 

children "see" into your thinking process to understand why you make certain decisions.  Remember, think-

ing out loud is a very helpful and effective way to teach children.  You’ve got this!! 

For children in grades K through 2:  

Like a rock being tossed into a pond, what we say and do has consequences, ripples.  Try sharing with your student some 

instances of choices you have made that had positive consequences.  Brushing your teeth, for instance.  Making the choice 

to brush one’s teeth leads to the positive consequence of having healthy teeth and gums.   

For visual emphasis, you may even toss an item into a bowl of water and point out the ripples.  Show them that the item 

tossed into the bowl was your child telling you “thank you,” or “I love you.”  The ripples are the good feelings that result 

and spread from the action of saying those things!    

As parents and caregivers, there is so much you have the opportunity to teach your children.  Teach them how to be safe in 

the kitchen, how to fold towels, how to vacuum, dust and pick up toys, and other ways to help around the house.  All those 

choices come with consequences.    

For children in grades 3 through 5:  
In addition to the above activity, please take time to discuss with your child how to consider that every choice has a  
consequence.  Consequences may feel positive, negative or neutral.  As the loving adult in your child/student's life, it is  
important that you take time to: 

*Identify and share a choice you made that had positive feeling consequences.  
*Identify and share a choice you made that had negative feeling consequences.  
*Identify and share a choice you made that had neutral feeling consequences.  
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Haller Cougars, please memorize and practice. Thank you! —-Marie Claire Bernards, SEL Teacher

 
You are a perfect and precious person, just as you are! 

 

THERE IS NOTHING WRONG  

WITH YOU. 
 You are simply learning about  

who you are and who you want  

to be in this world.  

You’ve got this! 

 

THE GOLDEN RULE 

Treat others the way you want to be 

treated.  How someone treats you is 

their path. How you respond is  

your path. 

 

EVERY CHOICE HAS  

A CONSEQUENCE 
Consequences may feel  

positive,  

negative, 

 or neutral. 

 

POWER IN THE PAUSE 

How you respond  is your choice.  

Pause, before you say or do. 

Hi, Haller Cougars and families!   

(Parents, this message is for adults, too, but, if you’d like, it’s meant for you to read aloud to 

your children or share it with them in your own words.) 

I found these curly wild onion leaves while walking outside recently, and they reminded me 

of the Haller Heart we have at our school.  I believe that being kind and compassionate is so  

important, especially during stressful times.  Working hard to learn – by reading and solving 

math problems – makes our brains smarter.  And taking time to show kindness and  

compassion is a great way to grow our hearts.  (Remember the story of the Grinch growing his heart by deciding to be 

kind!)  We can show kindness by obeying our parents.  When your mom or dad or grandparent asks you to do your chores, 

just get them done quickly!  If someone is mean to you, make a Kelso’s Choice and 

solve it in a healthy way, such as walking away or telling a parent or trusted adult.  

Please keep working hard to grow your brain and keep showing kindness to grow 

your heart.   

I miss seeing you, and I hope you will always remember to work hard and be kind!   

Sincerely, 

David Updike, school psychologist, Dupdike@sequimschools.org 



Non-discrimination Clause: Sequim School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, na-

tional origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal 

and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  

The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination:  

Title IX, and Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator Dr. Robert Clark, rclark@sequimschools.org, 503 N Sequim Ave, Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3262,  

and for Section 504/ADA Coordinator Matt Duchow, 503 N Sequim Ave, Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3402, mduchow@sequimschools.org. 

Upcoming Events 
June 1—School Board mtg @ 6 PM 

June 15—School Board mtg @ 6 PM, 6 Books for Summer 
Pickup for K, 1st and 2nd grades 

June 16—6 Books for Summer Pickup for 3rd, 4th grades 
June 17—Last Day of School for students,  
5th Grade Moving On Drive Thru Parade  
@ 10—11:30 AM  in stadium parking lot 

June 19—Last Day of School for Staff 
June 20—Summer Solstice  

June 21—Fathers’ Day 

Online registration for Kindergarten and other grades  
is now available. Go to Sequim School District Enrollment. 
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It’s Official—-At Helen Haller, We Rock! 

Check out the video on Helen Haller Elementary School’s Facebook page, with staff  

members singing and dancing about  what’s on their hearts.   

Thanks to Meredith Vincent, Laura Lorentzen, and all participating staff members  

for contributing to this project!  We’re all in this together! 

   

 

 

 

Haller 2019-20 Yearbook Cover  

Contest Winner Announced 

 HHE yearbook cover winner Roselynn 

Gibson from Brittney Rothwell’s 5th 

grade class was announced  during the 

May 26 school board “virtual” meeting. 

“It was amazing, and what made it so special was that her 

mom kept the surprise so Rose could hear it live during the 

virtual meeting,” recounted Tennille Bixby.  “While we  

couldn’t see her reaction, you could hear the joy coming 

through the call!” 

HHE yearbook staff thanks all 24 students who participated 

in the contest. Submitted designs were amazing and made 

the decision process very difficult.  For this reason, the PTO 

decided they had to have some help in the voting process.  

HEHE staff and administration determined the top three  

submissions, then asked  Sequim School District board  

directors to choose the winner.  (See below cover art.) 

Thanks to all these folks who helped with the process.   

Special thanks to Robyn Bacchus who came up with the  

contest concept.  Haller PTO looks forward to continuing this 

tradition in the future. 

Yearbook status:  The yearbook design is completed and 

sent to the printer. Yearbooks should arrive around June 22, 

and further instructions regarding distribution information 

will be provided in the coming weeks. 

 

Fourth grade teacher Lisa Beaver Williams with students 
(from left) Dominic Johnson, Domingo Pacheco Jr., 

 and Trent Roedell.  

“Like” Helen Haller 

Elementary School’s  

Facebook page to  

receive updates! 

http://sequimschools.org/our_district/enrollment-_registration_information
https://www.facebook.com/HelenHallerElementary/

